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Dear agriculture and environment committee,

I do wish you to take my email as a submission.

I think animal welfare law in Australia doesn't go anywhere near far enough to protect
 animals in our care.  I urge you to take Animal Liberation Queensland's points into
 consideration. I've listed them again below.

1. A puppy farm stand alone code of practice/ standards - to ensure comprehensive
 standards are upheld for animal welfare it must include:

Maintaining physical health via nutrition, access to water and food and vet checks,
 and mental and social health via enrichment, positive human contact, exercise, capping
 litter and animal numbers, housing and allowance of the ability to display normal
 behaviours. 

Provision for mandatory vet checks prior to breeding, after each litter, yearly for males
 and after their litter cap is reached. It should also mandate checks prior to sale of puppies.

It is imperitive to both physical and mental health to establish breeding rules that would
 including the ban of inbreeding (ie no breeding siblings/ with parents etc). 

Capping of litter numbers to 3 litters per breeding female in their lifetime, and
 introducing mandatory desexing, vet checks and rehoming plans on retirement. Fraser
 Coast has been the first council in Qld to implement changes regarding desexing, and we
 urge all councils to follow suit.

Mandatory record keeping of all information pertaining to every dog must be kept.

Establishing breeding rules that would including the ban of inbreeding (ie. no breeding
 siblings, with parents, etc.) is imperitive to both physical and mental health of dogs. 

ALL dogs need to be covered by these regulations, and no parties should be exempt of
 them (e.g. working or racing dogs).

2. Widening/ changing council rules and responsibilities

Capping numbers of breeding females per breeder -  bring in new legislation to only
 allow council permits to 10 females for all breeders, whether Government ID or Dogs Qld
 entity registration to ensure standards are upheld. 

Compliance checks - of all breeding facilities before ID numbers are approved, with
 random annual compliance checks made to be paid for by application fees. 

Proven compliance to standards - All breeders must abide by the introduced legislative
 changes and standards of practice; those already belonging to a breeder association should
 not be exempt, and proof of pre and annual compliance checks of standards, in line with
 the government standards, must be obtained. Any found illegally housing more animals
 than permitted, should immediately have them seized by the RSPCA, and given directives
 on welfare standards and fines issues. 
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