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Not only did the EPA (as it then was) ignore the landholder’s plea — it stipulated only a nominal
increase in the security deposit, which it then failed to collect.

True to form, the mining group started off with huge earth works, including a major excavation.
They cut a deep drainage channel all the way down-slope for a kilometre or more and into
Policeman Creek. Then, still true to form, the miners’ operating entity became insolvent. It
abandoned those works and decamped without any rehabilitation whatsoever. By reliable
estimates, the cost of necessary rehabilitation was assessed in excess of $1 million. The
landholder was left with massive and very ugly damage, ongoing erosion and serious damage to
the land’s productivity and value.

For people of that ilk, the only effective way of ensuring disturbed land is rehabilitated is by the
taking of, and wherever necessary the use of, adequate security.

The property ‘Myclere’ north of Clermont — unfortunately for the landowners - was once a
goldfield. As typically happens in areas with a mining history, the department and, when called
upon the Land Court still support grant of mining leases without evidence that any viable gold
remains. While there are a few operators still actively mining and to an extent rehabilitating,
there are more who live in shacks on their mining leases which have never had any
rehabilitation because it is cheaper than living in town.

The living conditions are typically dreadful, with ramshackle temporary structures on sites
draped with rubbish and old machinery and vehicles accumulated over the years, together with
dangerous pits, shafts, overburden heaps.

The presence of these people causes the owners great concern. The owners have no idea how
many people are living on their land or, for the most part, who they are. Together with their
dogs they disturb any grazing and create hazards for the stock or allow the stock access to old
shafts, etc., making it impossible have proper management of the cattle, let alone any paddock
security.

To the best of my knowledge, no official action has ever been taken at Miclere to ensure
disturbed land is rehabilitated in accordance with conditions — whether by departmental action
using the security or any other means. In reality, only insistence upon adequate security plus
firm departmental action to spend the security on rehabilitation where necessary will change
that — in most cases with these small operators there is no associated party who can or will be
the proxy rehabilitator.

Some Miclere photos follow.











