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PREAMBLE 
The Queensland racing industty is the third or fom1h largest employer in the state. It is 
not unreasonable to estimate that it provides direct and indirect employment to 50 OOO 
people. Indirect employment includes veterinarians, veterinaiy products suppliers, 
suppliers and manufacturers of animal racing tack, horse fodder producers, manufactured 
animal feed suppliers, tt·anspo1t operators, yearling sales agents, wagering organisations 
as well as the many who supply goods and services to the regulai· and cainival race 
meetings. There is also an unknown number of volunteers who contt·ibute their time to 
this traditional Australian past-time. The people involved directly and indirectly rely on a 
strong industry for their income, careers and maintenance of their private rncing 
investments. 
The industty provides a genuine social purpose especially in countt·y areas. It also 
contributes substantial tourist income especially from its major tourism events - Brisbane 
Racing Winter Cainival, Gold Coast Turf Club Magic Millions race-day and yearling 
sales, the Birdsville Cup and the Cairns Amateurs. 

THE PROPOSED BILL 

Section 319 9AI Members: (Racing Queensland All Codes Board members). The 
proposed 7 member board of which only 3 have racing experience essentially removes 
from the Paiticipai1ts any effective influence on the business of racing. This may have 
been the intention. It is unacceptable to the Eidsvold Race Club Inc. 
Section 321 Amendment of s 9 AL (Chairperson and Deputy Chairperson of All-Codes 

board). This clause, by appointing non-racing people to these positions totally removes 



from the Paiticipants any effective influence on the business of racing. This may have 
been the intention. It is unacceptable to the Eidsvold Race Club Inc. 
Eidsvold Race Club Inc submits that these clauses be deleted. 

Section 53 Part 7 Administration Clause 56 Funding: This section provides for the 
cost of the Integrity Commission to be chai·ged to the racing indust1y. Eve1y industry in 
this state is supe1vised for compliance with the Acts and Regulations under which they 
operate. For example the Constmction Industiy, the Meat Processing Industiy and others 
ai·e subject to Occupational Health and Safety Legislation. Eve1y person in the state is 
subject to the provisions of a relevant section of Environmental Legislation. The Mining 
Industly is subject to the provisions of the Mining Act. All are effectively policed by the 
relevant Ministerial Department. The various pieces of legislation have no capacity to 
pass on any costs of compliance to industly. The racing industry should not be treated 
differently to eve1y other industry in the state. 
Eidsvold Race Club Inc. submits that this section be deleted. 

Section 315 4 Main Purpose of Act (2) (b) 
Section 30 Assessment if 2 or more approval applications (1) (a) and (2) (c. 
Section 31 Assessing applications for approval applications (2) 
These clauses infer that the intention of the Act is to appoint co1porations as the control 
bodies for each code of racing. If this is the case it will potentially remove industry 
pa1ticipants from influencing the decision making for their paiiiculai· code of racing. 
There is no reference to payments, if any, that are to be enjoyed by an appointed 
co1poration. 
This potential exclusion of pa1ticipants from code contl'ol boards together with the above 
exclusions from the proposed Queensland Racing Boai·d will totally isolate racing 
paiticipants from ai1y influence, let alone control, of the ve1y industly that is sustained by 
their endeavours. It means that the control bodies will be devoid of any cunent industry 
expe1tise or experience. This is unacceptable. 
You ai·e reminded that paiticipants have already had the experience of a c01poration 
controlling our industry. Mr. Bob Bentley was the controlling shareholder in Racing 
Queensland Ltd in the period 2007-2012. That experience resulted in Commissioner 
Margaret White' s enquiiy which resulted in 10 people being refened to ICAC. The 
Eidsvold Rac.e Club Inc is pa1ticularly sensitive to c01porations being appointed to 
positions of authority or control. 
Eidsvold Race Club Inc submits that these sections be redrafted to make their 
intentions clear. If the intention is to isolate current participants from the decision 
making processes of the Code Control Boards then it is rejected by the Eidsvold 
Race Club Inc and should be deleted. 

Part 2 Standards Division 1 General provision about standards. 
These clauses do not recognise that there are a range of cii·cumstances under which racing 
is successfully conducted. For example, hainess racii1g is not only conducted on city 
tracks, it is also conducted on country tracks and at a number of agricultural 
shows.Thoroughbred racing is not only conducted at metropolitan tracks by TAB race 
clubs but also on a range of com1try tr·acks as well as at one day a yeai· non TAB meetings 



in remote centres around the state. Standards established at Eagle Fru.m may be 
inappropriate for regional centres and even more so for country centres. 
The concept of "one standard fits all" can only be applied if the intention is to eliminate 

a significant section of country racing. There is nothing to protect race clubs from 
vindictive action by the Integrity Cormnission or its staff. There is evidence that this type 
of action has been taken since the sacking of all racing boards in June 2015 with the 
inference that it is being done to reduce, if not eliminate, country race clubs. 
The possibility of a Brisbane-centric independent Commission having nnlimited 
legislative powers to develop and police infrastructure standards are a major concern, 
especially for country racing clubs. 

Eidsvold Race Club Inc submits that it does not support these sections without them 
specifically recognising that the principle of one standard fits all cannot apply in 
most circumstances. The particular circumstances of all racing codes operating 
remote to metropolitan centres must be recognised in the Bill. 

IN SUMMARY: THERE IS SUFFICIENT CONCERN REGARDING THE 
MATTERS RAISED ABOVE THAT the Eidsvold Race Club Inc RECOMMENDS 
THAT THE BILL BE WITHDRAWN. 

Yours Sincerely, 
Lyle Murray 
President Eidsvold Race Club Inc. 




