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21 January, 2017

Research Director

Agricultural and Environment Commitiee
Parlicment House QLD 4000

Yio email: caac@pardiameni.qld.gov.au

Dear Sir ar Madam
Re: Submission fo ingulry into imgact of invasive planfs (weeds) and thel control in Queensiand
Thank you for this opportunity to provide comment to this important inguiny.

Healthy Waterways and Catchments Is a community based. not for profit business ihal warks fo
protect and restore South East Queensiand’s (SEEY) natural assets and biodliversity. This is achieved
through close coliaboralion with the regions primary producers, landhelders, Councils, State
Departments, canservafion organisations and voluntary community groups to ensurs beneficiol
projects and education Is delivered strategically and effectively

Twao of the three weeds listed for study for this inquiry are prevalent In the South East comer. These
cre Areweed and Giant Rats Tail (GRT) grass. Fortunately Prickiy Acacia does not pose a threat as
yet fo the region. Both weeds present have benefiled from o mild and wet winter in 2016 and are
seading prolificaly. It s expected that bath weeds will significantly increase thelr range ard density
in coming years based on this favourable seasons seed set.

Local Govemmen! control of Fireaweed and GRT

Succassful management of the two weed species identified is expensive due o the high labous
component of the effort, Manogement options ara [imited to physical removal or broad scale
Cpplicafion of herbicide,

With the benefit of working closely with all levels of governmeni, community groups and
landholders in the region for decades. we are in a goad poesifion to make the claim that councils,
cespife thelr best efforts are struggling fo find adequate resources to both properly manage
current infestations and prevent sprecd of Freweed and GRT. This applies to belh the land in their
cae and the propar policing of infringements of regulations containad in the QLD Biosecurity Act
2014 on private property

The neffective weed contro! is most evident in nural councils in SEQ. Large land arecs and a small
ratencayer base resulls in insufficient funds available o effectively or efficlently deliver weed
management respornsibilifies. Fast growing urban councils face diminishing funding for weed
rmanagement as competing demands take prionty.

The spraad of the waeds, pariculany GRT, s ofien compounded by some management efians.
Routine maintenance procedures such as slashing can spread GRT along roddsides, through o lack
of adherance to and anforcemeant of machinery hygiene profoceols. This could be ascribed to a
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lock knowledge on the cpeiator's behalf compounded by the lack of adeguate, easily gcceossible
wash down facilities.

To enable better managerment of all pest species in SEQ by councils, more resources in the form of
direct funding support, better inter-governmental and community collaboraticn and freely
available and consistent educational materials are required to deliver better on ground outcames
and enforcement of legisiated regulafions by councils.

Crown lond, Deparment of Natural Rescurces and Mines and Deparmen! of Envitonmant and
Heritoge Prolechion

Similar to the comments reloting to local counclls lack of resources for adequaote weed
management. the same can be attributed o State departments with similar responsibilities for land
monagement. Crown or State land with inadequately managed weed Infesfations are often
viewed as wesd seed sources, This creates issues with neighbouring landholders with respect to
undermining focal area management effors. This creates a negative perceplion particularly when
fhe weed incursions can be fraced hack fo areds designoted for conservaiion purmoses. As witn
local councils, better resourcing and education of the land managsrs regarding the threat posed
by the declared species on the land is needed.

Depanment o! Agricutture and Fisnarias and Biosecurity @uesnsiond (BQ)

The woik undertaken by B in the lield of biological control agent research and deployment is of
noramount impertance o the long term management of weeds within the State. A shorfcoming
of fhe program is the [ack of awdreness within the general community regarding the work
undertioken and access o confrol agents to allow communifies o fake an aclive role in their
distrbution.

More needs to be avesied in ihe dovelgpment of extension materal which can be easlly used by
inferested groups to utilise this mporfant management tool and access o approved cgents must
be mode eaqsizr. A greater effort 15 neaded 10 rdise the owareness of the importance ond
limitations of biclogleal contrals in long term weed maonagement strafegies,

On a posiiive note the weed fact sheets developed for invasive species management and weed
spread prevention availabla on line and in print form under the badnner of BG and the Department
of Agricufture and Fisheries are Informative, practical and very well received by the community
More investment in marketing extension material to farget groups such as the four wheel drive
community for example wik assist with weed spread prevention and reduce future managerment
casts.

Government Coardinalion

As a regional body with responsitiiities to deliver a coordinated cogroacit to sustainable
agriculiure, land ond walerway management and bicdiversity conservafion, we dre well placed
to comment on coordination efforts in SEQ.

It s our experience thaf there is limited resourcing available for coordination across dll fevels of
govemment within the region, It is unforfunate that well-mearing plons developed to manage
issues su=h as sustainabls development, conservation or iImproved agricultural outcomes dre offen
done in iselation and with [Itfle reference to one another.

Within SEQ there is not a coordinated whole of govemment approoch to managing singuler or
prionty weeds. A more coordingted approach at a catchment zcale thot includes cross-
catchment integration, especially for Fireweed control, would greatly increase the efficacy of the
ovarall management effert. More importently. a whale of communily approach that empowers
governments as well as individuds fo take cppropriate and strategic infervention in a fimaly
manrner would have greatest impact,. The lead for this wolld reed fo come from Stote
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Government or devolved with appropriate suppor fo the regional body os both Instiiutions hcve
the ability to wortk across jurisaichions.

Conciusion

While the State government has adedguate legislation in place with the correct intent to limit the
sporead and impact of established weeds. the lack of adeauate resources available to Local
Governments and State Oepartrments with land rmonogement  regponsitilitiss  limits  the
effectiveneass of an ground weed management dnd enforcemen! of Blosecurty Regulations. The
nat resdlt 1§ an increase in ronge and density of waeds across the landscape

Coordinalion, access to informotion and raisng public awareness of biosecurity issues is critical to
reciucing weed Impacts, While our organisation piays an imperant and stretegic role working with
the community to toke action, we are also constrained by the availobility of resources. Maore effort
in this regard s required fo be done by the flueensiand Govermmeant to promote collaboration,
foster strategic weed management planning. target market educational extensior materiol,
implement test management practice, methods and fechnigues and better resource the on
grourd monagement effort at all levels,

Once agaln thank you for the opportunity to provide comiment into this inguiry. If you would ke ta
cliscuss our submission further, | can be confocted on

Yours sinceraly

Julie Mcilellan
Chief Execurive Officer
Healthy Waterways and Catchments





