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<SUGAR INDUSTRY (APPLICATION OF TRANSITIONAL PROVISION)
AMENDMENT BILL

Introduction

¢  Mr DICKSON (Buderim—PHON) (11.41 am): <I seek to present a bill for an act to amend the
>Sugar Industry Act 1999 to extend the period within which particular supply contracts are not required
to include particular terms. | table the bill and explanatory notes.

Tabled paper: Sugar Industry (Application of Transitional Provision) Amendment Bill 2017.
Tabled paper: Sugar Industry (Application of Transitional Provision) Amendment Bill 2017, explanatory notes.

This is a pretty straightforward bill. It is looking to buy a year in time so that the two parties who
have been doing battle for some time can work through their agreement without being coerced in any
particular way. This amendment is necessary to overcome the issue facing the sugar industry currently
being experienced in the Burdekin basin. Currently Wilmar Sugar has not finalised its agreement
between it and QSL due to ongoing negotiations resulting in the delay in reaching suitable terms of
contract to growers with Wilmar pursuant to their cane sale agreement. As a result, the canegrowers
cannot lock in the forward pricing contracts.

This amendment to the act allows the current agreement to be extended for one year to allow
the existing contract to be carried over by those growers supplying cane to Wilmar Sugar and hence
enabling forward pricing contracts to be finalised. Equally, this amendment allows QSL and Wilmar
Sugar to continue negotiations without the deadline pressure to complete. This amendment does not
affect other refineries or other growers with different mills who have already settled their individual
contracts. | have two letters that | would like to table. The first is an open letter to the Prime Minister
from a Mr Geoff Cox and also a newsletter from Mr Paul Schembri.

Tabled paper: Letter, dated 12 January 2017, from Mr Geoff Cox to the Prime Minister, Hon. Malcolm Turnbull, regarding the
sugar industry.

Tabled paper: Article, dated 16 January 2017, from the Australian Canegrower titled ‘FIRB Chairman comments ‘grossly
misinformed’.

| will not take up a lot of time. There was much discussion about this. This is not about politics,
this is about putting the canefarmers first. | think we have all lost sight of this issue. It has become a
political football, with the Labor Party trying to condemn the LNP. | think we all need to pull together to
get the desired outcome so that canefarmers are not the ones left carrying the can. We as politicians
need to do better. We need to stand up. That is what One Nation is about: putting people before politics.
The two major parties have lost their way.

First Reading
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Mr DICKSON (Buderim—PHON) (11.45 am): | move—
That the bill be now read a first time.

Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.

Motion agreed to.

Bill read a first time.

Referral to the Agriculture and Environment Committee

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Farmer): In accordance with standing order 131, the bill is now
referred to the Agriculture and Environment Committee.
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