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<CONSTITUTION (FIXED TERM PARLIAMENT) REFERENDUM BILL

Introduction

@, MrWALKER (Mansfield—LNP) (12.02 pm): <I present a bill for an act to provide for a referendum
on the Constitution (Fixed Term Parliament) Amendment Bill 2015>. | table the bill and the explanatory
notes. | nominate the Finance and Administration Committee to consider the bill.
Tabled paper: Constitution (Fixed Term Parliament) Referendum Bill 2015.
Tabled paper: Constitution (Fixed Term Parliament) Referendum Bill 2015, explanatory notes.

As indicated in my earlier speech, this bill would follow upon the passage of the Constitution
(Fixed Term Parliament) Amendment Bill 2015. It provides for a referendum to be held under the
Referendums Act 1997.

The bill provides that any such referendum should be held on a day appointed by the Governor
in Council that is at least two months after the Constitution (Fixed Term Parliament) Amendment Bill


http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150917_120255
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150917_120255
amhone
Cross-Out

amhone
Cross-Out

Administrator
Cross-Out


1986 <Health and Ambulance Services Committee 17 Sep 2015

2015 is passed by this assembly and that a person who is entitled to vote at an election for the members
of the Legislative Assembly is entitled to vote at that referendum. | should add for completeness that
there was a referendum on the issue of extending the terms of parliament in Queensland from three
years to four years—although they were not to be fixed terms—on 21 March 1991. That measure
narrowly failed. There was a yes vote of 48.8 per cent and a no vote of 51.2 per cent.

For historical purposes, it should also be noted that there have been seven statewide
referendums in Queensland, with only two being successful. The last was held on 22 February 1992
and that dealt with the issue of daylight savings. Given the length of time that has passed since this
issue was last consider by Queenslanders and the changes in other jurisdictions towards fixed four-year
terms, we believe there is no more opportune time for this issue to be revisited. | commend the bill to
the House.

First Reading
Mr WALKER (Mansfield—LNP) (12.04 pm): | move—
That the bill be now read a first time.
Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.
Motion agreed to.
Bill read a first time.

Referral to the Finance and Administration Committee

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Grace): Order! In accordance with standing order 131, the bill
is now referred to the Finance and Administration Committee.

Portfolio Committee, Reporting Date
Mr WALKER (Mansfield—LNP) (12.04 pm), by leave, without notice: <I move>—

That the Finance and Administration Committee:

1) consider the Constitution (Fixed Term Parliament) Amendment Bill 2015 and the Constitution (Fixed Term Parliament)
Referendum Bill as part of its inquiry into the introduction of four-year terms for the Queensland parliament referred by
the House on 15 September 2015; and

2 under the provisions of standing order 136, report to the House on the Constitution (Fixed Term Parliament) Amendment
Bill 2015 and the Constitution Fixed Term Parliament Referendum Bill by 9 November 2015.

Question put—That the motion be agreed to.
Motion agreed to.
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