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<SUSTAINABLE PORTS DEVELOPMENT BILL

Introduction

@@, Hon. AJ LYNHAM (Stafford—ALP) (Minister for State Development and Minister for Natural
Resources and Mines) (4.46 pm): <I present a bill for an act to provide for the protection >of the Great
Barrier Reef World Heritage Area through managing port related development in and adjacent to the
area, and to amend this act, the Transport Infrastructure Act 1994 and the legislation mentioned in
schedule 2 for particular purposes. | table the bill and the explanatory notes. | nominate the
Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources Committee to consider the bill.

Tabled paper: Sustainable Ports Development Bill.

Tabled paper: Sustainable Ports Development Bill, explanatory notes.

| am pleased to introduce the Sustainable Ports Development Bill 2015. This is my first bill
introduced to the House. The bill actions key port related Queensland government commitments
under the Reef 2050 Long-Term Sustainability Plan. Its purpose is to protect the Great Barrier Reef
World Heritage Area by managing port related development. Port development in and adjacent to the
Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area will be managed sustainably.

Under this proposed legislation, the Queensland government will ban sea based disposal of
any port related capital dredged material in the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area. Along the
Great Barrier Reef coast, port related capital dredging will be restricted to within the long-established
port limits of the regional ports of Gladstone, Hay Point-Mackay, Abbot Point and Townsville. These
are priority ports operating in and adjacent to the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area. Where
expansion is necessary within these four priority ports, the bill mandates the beneficial reuse of
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dredged material. If beneficial reuse is not possible, the bill mandates disposal on land only where it is
environmentally safe to do so. These provisions match the government’s election commitments.

Through the bill, port development will be concentrated in these four priority ports and be
restricted to within long-established port limits. There will be no new Great Barrier Reef ports. We can
confirm to UNESCO that we are protecting greenfield areas from the impacts of port development.
The development of port facilities will not be permitted in the state controlled Great Barrier Reef Coast
Marine Park. The Port of Rockhampton, also known as Port Alma, is not a priority port. We will protect
the Fitzroy Delta, Keppel Bay and North Curtis, as we have promised. These areas will not be
included in the master planning area for the Gladstone priority port.

For the first time in Queensland, the bill will legislate for long-term port master planning.
Mandatory port master planning at four priority ports will ensure sustainable growth. The priority ports
are key conduits for a wide range of major industries that are essential to the Queensland economy
and our way of life. These ports are major economic drivers for Queensland. Sustainable
development of these ports is crucial if we are to meet our commitment to grow the Queensland
economy, including our regional economies, and jobs. This bill is a critical step forward to support
sustainable port development and sends a strong message about the government’s commitment to
better manage the impacts of this development on the environment.

The bill will provide protection of the Great Barrier Reef in a highly considered way.
Government led master planning will maintain the roles of experienced planning authorities. It will,
however, ensure that in future development decisions reflect a coordinated approach to planning. It
acknowledges the crucial relationship of ports with supply chains, with a region, with a community
and, most importantly, with a sensitive ecosystem as well as a port network. It will bring together
important local issues such as the regional economy and job creation, the protection of sensitive
environments, and the preservation of community values through an inclusive and well-considered
port vision. Port master planning will enable coordinated planning of land and marine areas by
identifying port state interests. State interests may be economic, community or environmental
interests which may be affected by existing uses of the port and future development of the port. A
critical outcome of port master planning is a port overlay which will be a regulatory tool to implement
the state’s interests in a master planned area. Through the port overlay the government will ensure
that port state interests will be considered in all planning decisions made in a master planned area.
While planning instruments must in time reflect the requirements of the port overlay, it is essential to
note that existing planning entities will retain autonomous decision-making power.

Under this bill, Queensland will lead the way on environmental protection and require planning
entities to agree on stated objectives and management measures for key environmental values.
Environmental and community values beyond the traditional port boundary, particularly marine areas,
will be identified and managed through master planning. Master planning will ensure that the
outstanding universal value of the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area is an intrinsic consideration
of port development, management, governance and planning at the priority ports.

The Queensland government will facilitate development to optimise the use of existing
infrastructure but only where it is in line with the principles of ecologically sustainable development.
Importantly, port master planning will be carried out in consultation with stakeholders and the wider
community. The bill will require mandatory public consultation before port master plans are finalised.
Queenslanders will have a voice in the planning process of major ports operating in and adjacent to
the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area.

The Sustainable Ports Development Bill 2015 is only the beginning of the Queensland
government’s implementation of the Reef 2050 Long-Term Sustainability Plan commitments. It is
designed to give effect to our commitments on port development. There are a number of other pieces
of legislation and mechanisms that the government will use to meet our other reef promises. This bill
is an integral part of demonstrating Queensland’s commitment to protecting and managing the reef.
Not only will it improve port planning practices in Queensland—most importantly, it will set a new
national standard in sustainable port development reflecting international best practice and the
recommendation of the UNESCO World Heritage Committee. | commend the bill to the House.

First Reading

Hon. AJ LYNHAM (Stafford—ALP) (Minister for State Development and Minister for Natural
Resources and Mines) (4.54 pm): | move—

That the bill be now read a first time.
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Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.
Motion agreed to.
Bill read a first time.

Referral to the Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources Committee

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Furner): Order! In accordance with standing order 131, the bill is
now referred to the Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources Committee.

Portfolio Committee, Reporting Date

@, Hon. AJ LYNHAM (Stafford—ALP) (Minister for State Development and Minister for Natural
Resources and Mines) (4.54 pm), by leave, without notice: | move—

That under the provisions of standing order 136 the Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources Committee report to the
House on the Sustainable Ports Development Bill by 1 September 2015.

Question put—That the motion be agreed to.

Motion agreed to.
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