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Introduction

Mrs CUNNINGHAM (Gladstone—Ind) (2.37 pm): <I present a bill for an act pursuant to section
>61 of the Constitution of Queensland 2001 to establish the Parliamentary (Heiner Affair and Related
Matters) Commission of Inquiry. | table the bill, explanatory notes and supporting material. | nominate
the Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee to consider the bill.

Tabled paper: Parliamentary (Heiner Affair and Related Matters) Commission of Inquiry Bill 2014.
Tabled paper: Parliamentary (Heiner Affair and Related Matters) Commission of Inquiry Bill 2014, explanatory notes.

The bill's purpose comes out of a 26 January 2014 public interest disclosure lodged by
whistleblower Mr Kevin Lindeberg and the then Crime and Misconduct Commission covering the full
scope of what is commonly known as the ‘Heiner affair’. In respect of this complaint, on 15 May 2014
the CMC—now the CCC—accepted the correct position at law that it could not act because of
apprehended bias flowing out of its previous involvement as the Criminal Justice Commission in 1990
when Mr Lindeberg first lodged his disclosure and since that time. Given the seriousness of the
allegations and the alleged involvement of the judiciary, the then CMC referred the complaint to the
Attorney-General to consider.

The Attorney-General, acting as a sole investigator, determined that in July 2014 all these
interconnected matters had been properly ventilated and resolved to take no further action. It could be
argued, however, that under section 61 of the Constitution of Queensland 2001 the responsibility and
duty of each member of this parliament is to be informed of such serious allegations. The issues dealt
with by this bill and the supporting documentation, including the Rolph QC audit, have significant
longevity. Since | have been in this House successive parliaments have provided opinions on the
events which constitute the Heiner affair.
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The legal concerns embodied in this bill and its supporting documents are critical. The need to
comprehensively consider the handling of these various examinations is fundamental to community
confidence in the judiciary. However, at the foundation of these incidents is a young woman, then a
young girl, appallingly abused, who has not been afforded justice to date. She along with others at
this place deserve justice, accountability and closure, if indeed that is possible. A full, unfettered and
open commission of inquiry is the one avenue remaining to give her and others directly involved
justice and peace. Individuals like Mr Lindeberg, who has tenaciously followed his belief that justice
has not been done for her and that those who were responsible for the administration of justice have
not been held to account, are to be thanked. The people of Queensland, many of whose concerns
have not been assuaged, equally need to know that this parliament is accountable for justice in this
state. | commend the bill to the House.

First Reading
Mrs CUNNINGHAM (Gladstone—Ind) (2.40 pm): | move—
That the bill be now read a first time.
Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.
Motion agreed to.
Bill read a first time.

Referral to the Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Dr Robinson): Order! In accordance with standing order 131, the bill is
now referred to the Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee.
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