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DISASTER MANAGEMENT AMENDMENT BILL

Introduction

@0, Hon. JM DEMPSEY (Bundaberg—LNP) (Minister for Police, Fire and Emergency Services)
(12.12 pm): | present a bill for an act to amend the Disaster Management Act 2003 and to make a
regulation under the Disaster Management Act 2003 for particular purposes. | table the bill and the
explanatory notes. | nominate the Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee to consider the bill.
Tabled paper: Disaster Management Amendment Bill 2014.

Tabled paper: Disaster Management Amendment Bill 2014, Explanatory Notes.

Today, | am pleased to introduce the Disaster Management Amendment Bill 2014. The
purpose of the bill is to improve governance of disaster management at the state level. | believe
Queensland is one of the best places in the world to live. However, to live in this great state, it is
important to be prepared in the event we may need to face natural disasters.

In recent times there have been a number of significant natural disasters that Queenslanders
have endured. We can all remember the devastation and destruction caused by events such as
Tropical Cyclones Oswald, Ita and Larry and the numerous floods and bushfires that have affected
almost every corner of this great state at some point in recent times. We all know someone whose life
has been affected as a consequence of a natural disaster.
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This government has a strong plan for a brighter and safer future. Queenslanders need a
world-class disaster management strategy to ensure we are best placed to respond to, and
overcome, natural disasters in the future. | believe we have reached that world-class standard and |
am proud of the way that Queenslanders have responded to recent natural disasters that have
affected our communities. However, we cannot be complacent. We must continually learn from
previous experiences and strive for best practice.

The hill demonstrates this government’s commitment to continually improve on our current
disaster management measures. In response to issues highlighted during the disaster events | have
just mentioned and the Floods Commission of Inquiry, this government has conducted a review of the
high-level governance arrangements currently in place under the Disaster Management Act 2003.
The Disaster Management Act 2003 established a model for responding to disasters at a local, district
and state level. Currently, at the state level, the act creates the State Disaster Management Group, or
the SDMG, which is tasked with a range of high-level disaster management functions within the state.
In addition to the SDMG, the Disaster Management Cabinet Committee (DMCC) exists to provide
high-level governance of disaster management arrangements.

This review, conducted by an advisory group chaired by the Department of the Premier and
Cabinet, focused on the interplay of the State Disaster Management Group with the Disaster
Management Cabinet Committee. The review concluded that the Disaster Management Act should be
amended to improve these governance arrangements. This would be achieved by creating a new
cabinet committee called the Queensland Disaster Management Committee (QDMC), which will
replace the Disaster Management Cabinet Committee, DMCC, and the State Disaster Management
Group, the SDMG.

At this point, | wish to stress to the House that this bill does not change the disaster
management arrangements at local or district levels. Rather, this bill will address state level
management and strategic guidance matters. The formation of the Queensland Disaster Management
Committee will simplify Queensland’s disaster management structure by reducing one layer of
governance and allow direct ministerial participation in the strategic management of disaster events.
This change will ensure decision making is faster and better informed and will also allow a direct line
of communication between the QDMC, the State Disaster Coordinator and the State Recovery
Coordinator.

The QDMC will be chaired by the Premier and the deputy chair will be the Minister for Local
Government, Community Recovery and Resilience. The Queensland Disaster Management
Committee will include relevant ministers from the existing Disaster Management Cabinet Committee
and their directors-general from the State Disaster Management Group. The chair can invite external
members as required to draw on their relevant expertise.

The approach proposed in this bill ensures that all relevant personnel, including ministers,
directors-general and appropriate non-government agencies and experts, are involved in providing
strategic advice in relation to disaster management. The bill also responds to an observation of the
Police and Community Safety Review about the position of State Disaster Coordinator. The bill
ensures that a person will always be appointed to this position. This will ensure that at all times a
suitably qualified and experienced person is available to lead the coordination of disaster response
across the state.

This bill aims to provide cohesion and enhance efficiencies in the response to disasters. In
doing so, this government is ensuring that Queensland is in the best position to prepare for, respond
to and recover from disaster events. It is all part of this government’s strong plan for a brighter, safer,
more prepared and more resilient future for Queenslanders not just now, but for years to come. |
commend this bill to the House.

First Reading

Hon. JM DEMPSEY (Bundaberg—LNP) (Minister for Police, Fire and Emergency Services)
(12.19 pm): | move—

That the bill be now read a first time.
Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.
Motion agreed to.
Bill read a first time.
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Referral to the Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Dr Robinson): Order! In accordance with standing order 131, the bill is
now referred to the Legal affairs and Community Safety Committee.
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