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Introduction

@@, Mrs MILLER (Bundamba—ALP) (2.34 pm<): | present a bill for an act to amend the Residential
>Tenancies and Rooming Accommodation Act 2008 for particular purposes. | table the bill and
explanatory notes. | nominate the Transport, Housing and Local Government Committee to consider
the bill.

Tabled paper: Residential Tenancies and Rooming Accommodation Amendment Bill.

Tabled paper: Residential Tenancies and Rooming Accommodation Amendment Bill, explanatory notes.
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The objective of the bill is to amend the Residential Tenancies and Rooming Accommodation
Act 2008 to make provision for statutory minimum standards for rental accommodation and rooming
accommodation in Queensland. This will allow the minister to prescribe minimum standards for
private rental accommodation, both standard housing and rooming accommodation, by regulation in
relation to matters including, for example, the following: sanitation, drainage, cleanliness and repair of
premises; vermin infestation; construction, condition, structures, safety and situation of premises; and
privacy and security. There are a number of other matters and they are set out more fully in the bill
and the explanatory notes.

According to the 2011 census of population and housing, there were 513,415 rented dwellings
in Queensland, about 60,000 more than in 2006. Rented dwellings accounted for 34 per cent of the
1,510,204 occupied dwellings where tenure was known. Queensland continues to have the highest
proportion of rented dwellings of any Australian state. At the same time, public housing for
low-income Queenslanders is becoming increasingly difficult to access due to a decrease in available
housing stock and tighter restrictions on eligibility requirements. Low-cost private rental
accommodation is increasingly filling the void this creates. Of the 513,415 rented properties in
Queensland, 87.6 per cent were rented in the private sector. In 2009-10, 60 per cent of lower income
households in the bottom 40 per cent of income distribution paid more than 30 per cent of their gross
income on housing. Sometimes the quality of low-cost private rental accommodation is of an
unsatisfactory standard. Access to stable, adequate shelter plays a major role in the health and
wellbeing of families, and in particular children, by providing a safe environment and the security that
allows participation in the social, educational, economic and community aspects of their lives.

Housing issues that impact on health can include such things as structural integrity,
weatherproofing, lighting, ventilation, cleanliness and hygiene, security, sanitation facilities and
cooking facilities. By imposing minimum housing standards for private rental accommodation,
governments can fulfil their obligations to ensure that, even at the lowest end of the rental market
where renters are most vulnerable, standards are enforceable to provide that basic minimum health
and safety standards apply to places where Queensland families live.

First Reading
Mrs MILLER (Bundamba—ALP) (2.38 pm): | move—
That the bill be now read a first time.
Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.
Motion agreed to.
Bill read a first time.

Referral to the Transport, Housing and Local Government Committee

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mrs Cunningham): In accordance with standing order 131, the bill
is now referred to the Transport, Housing and Local Government Committee.



http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20140403_143820
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20140403_143820
JOMATH
Cross-Out


