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PUBLIC SAFETY BUSINESS AGENCY BILL

Message from Governor

@, Hon. JM DEMPSEY (Bundaberg—LNP) (Minister for Police, Fire and Emergency Services)
(11.25 am): | present a message from Her Excellency the Governor.

The Speaker read the following message—
MESSAGE
PUBLIC SAFETY BUSINESS AGENCY BILL 2014

Constitution of Queensland 2001, section 68
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I, PENELOPE ANNE WENSLEY AC, Governor, recommend to the Legislative Assembly a Bill intituled—

A Bill for an Act to establish the Public Safety Business Agency and for related purposes, to amend this Act, the Disaster
Management Act 2003, the Fire and Rescue Service Act 1990, the Drugs Misuse Act 1986, the Evidence Act 1977, the Police
Powers and Responsibilities Act 2000, the Police Service Administration Act 1990, the Police Service Administration
Regulation 1990, the Prostitution Act 1999 and the Public Service Act 2008 for particular purposes and to make consequential
and minor amendments of other legislation as stated in schedule 1 for purposes related to those particular purposes

(sgd)
GOVERNOR

Date: 6 MAR 2014
Tabled paper: Message, dated 6 March 2014, recommending the Public Safety Business Agency Bill 2014.

Introduction

Hon. JM DEMPSEY (Bundaberg—LNP) (Minister for Police, Fire and Emergency Services)
(12.27 am): | present a bill for an act to establish the Public Safety Business Agency and for related
purposes, to amend this act, the Disaster Management Act 2003, the Fire and Rescue Service Act
1990, the Drugs Misuse Act 1986, the Evidence Act 1977, the Police Powers and Responsibilities Act
2000, the Police Service Administration Act 1990, the Police Service Administration Regulation 1990,
the Prostitution Act 1999 and the Public Service Act 2008 for particular purposes and to make
consequential and minor amendments of other legislation as stated in schedule 1 for purposes related
to those particular purposes. | table the bill and the explanatory notes. | nominate the Legal Affairs
and Community Safety Committee to consider the bill.

Tabled paper: Public Safety Business Agency Bill 2014.
Tabled paper: Public Safety Business Agency Bill 2014, explanatory notes.

| introduce the Public Safety Business Agency Bill 2014. This bill demonstrates the
government's commitment to stronger, more efficient and effective emergency services for all
Queenslanders. In January 2013 this government commissioned former Australian Federal Police
Commissioner, Mick Keelty, to undertake a comprehensive review into the Police and Community
Safety portfolio. The review examined the two departments then within my portfolio, namely, the
Queensland Police Service and the Department of Community Safety which comprised the
Queensland Ambulance Service, the Queensland Fire and Rescue Service, Queensland Corrective
Services and Emergency Management Queensland.

On 10 September 2013, the review concluded in the release of its report titled Sustaining the
unsustainable. The report made 127 recommendations, 77 findings and 402 observations. This
government believes that adopting recommendations from the report will ensure a more cohesive
approach to emergency and disaster management across this great state. Adopting these
recommendations will also allow portfolio priorities to be better aligned and, therefore, lead to
improved operational and corporate efficiencies. The objective of this bill is to make the appropriate
legislative amendments necessary to bring these key recommendations to life.

As recommended by the review, the bill brings together Emergency Management Queensland
and the Queensland Fire and Rescue Service to form a new department called the Queensland Fire
and Emergency Services. The bill also addresses the recommendation to move provisions in the
Disaster Management Act 2003 relating to the state emergency service and the emergency services
units into the new Fire and Emergency Services Act 2014. The bill creates the new position of
Inspector-General of Emergency Management. The inspector-general will ensure disaster responses
in Queensland are better coordinated by regularly reviewing, assessing and reporting to government
with respect to the preparation for and the management of disasters.

The bill also facilitates the implementation of a key review recommendation to establish a new
portfolio business agency called the Public Safety Business Agency. The Public Safety Business
Agency, which commenced notional operations on 1 November 2013, is headed by a chief executive
officer. The Public Safety Business Agency is responsible for providing corporate services to the
Queensland Police Service, the new Queensland Fire and Emergency Services and the newly
established office of the Inspector-General of Emergency Management. The nature of the corporate
services that the Public Safety Business Agency will provide include such things as managing
supporting infrastructure; fleet and information and communication technology assets; the provision of
human resource, financial management, legal policy and media services; and strategic policy and
planning functions. The Public Safety Business Agency will also have a role to play in managing other
government services. In November 2013, responsibility for managing Queensland government air
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services was transferred to the agency. On 1 January this year, the agency became responsible for
administering the state government protective security services, which provide security services to
state government buildings.

Importantly, however, the bill and the establishment of the Public Safety Business Agency
provide significant opportunities to drive efficiencies and focus on the delivery of core services in the
Queensland community. The bill supports the Queensland Police Service and the Queensland Fire
and Emergency Services to focus on operational responsibilities and allows operational personnel to
concentrate on front-line services. Ultimately, the bill will see a more cohesive approach to
emergency and disaster management responses across this great state and will provide Queensland
with the opportunity to continue to strive towards achieving best practice in important areas. The
government is committed to revitalising front-line services and this bill will help us deliver on that
commitment.

First Reading

Hon. JM DEMPSEY (Bundaberg—LNP) (Minister for Police, Fire and Emergency Services)
(11.33 am): | move—

That the bill be now read a first time.
Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.
Motion agreed to.
Bill read a first time.

Referral to the Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Dr Robinson): Order! In accordance with standing order 131, the bill is
now referred to the Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee.

Portfolio Committee, Reporting Date

Hon. JM DEMPSEY (Bundaberg—LNP) (Minister for Police, Fire and Emergency Services)
(11.33 am), by leave, without notice: | move—

That under the provisions of standing order 136, the Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee report to the House on the
Public Safety Business Agency Bill by 29 April 2014.

Question put—That the motion be agreed to.
Motion agreed to.
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