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CHICKEN MEAT INDUSTRY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT BILL

Introduction

Q. Hon.JJ McVEIGH (Toowoomba South—LNP) (Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry)
(12.36 pm): | present a bill for an act to amend the Chicken Meat Industry Committee Act 1976 for
particular purposes. | table the bill and the explanatory notes. | nominate the Agriculture, Resources
and Environment Committee to consider the bill.
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Tabled paper: Chicken Meat Industry Committee Amendment Bill 2014.
Tabled paper: Chicken Meat Industry Committee Amendment Bill 2014, explanatory notes.

I am very pleased to introduce the Chicken Meat Industry Committee Amendment Bill 2014.
The bill provides for the repeal of the Chicken Meat Industry Committee Act 1976 in order to reduce
regulatory burden and red tape on the chicken meat industry. To give proper effect to the act’s repeal,
the act will be amended to cater for the transitional matters required for the dissolution of the Chicken
Meat Industry Committee, which is established under the act. Once the transitional matters have been
satisfied, the act will be repealed in its entirety.

The main objective of the act is to provide for the stabilisation of the chicken meat industry in
Queensland. This is achieved through its framework for collective bargaining negotiations between
chicken meat growers and chicken meat processors. The act provides specific authorisation for
collective negotiations, without which such activities could be considered to be illegal under the
Commonwealth’s Competition and Consumer Act 2010.

The Queensland Chicken Growers Association, in conjunction with the major chicken meat
processors Inghams Enterprises, Golden Cockerel and Baiada Poultry, has obtained an authorisation
from the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission to collectively negotiate agreements.
This will be done directly under the Commonwealth legislation. The authorisation effectively replaces
the framework under the Queensland legislation and renders it redundant.

Under the current Queensland legislative framework, chicken meat growers and processors
can choose to become part of the collective negotiations or choose to independently negotiate
arrangements. Growers and processors will continue to have this choice under the new
non-regulatory arrangements.

The Chicken Meat Industry Committee’s primary functions are: to facilitate negotiations of
agreements between chicken growers and processors; to facilitate mediation and arbitration of
disputes; to represent growers and processors; and to provide information on and about issues
affecting the industry. These functions have either been replaced by the ACCC authorisation or can
be undertaken through other means.

I commend the chicken meat industry for deciding to step outside of the state legislative
framework and take full responsibility for its own future. This is a sign of the maturity of the industry. In
1976 commercial disputes between chicken meat growers and processors were the norm and
industry regularly sought government intervention. Now there are few commercial disputes and the
current commercial environment is such that government intervention is no longer required.

The bill gives effect to the committee’s dissolution by transferring all of its assets and liabilities
to a non-statutory body as decided by the committee. The bill also provides for the appropriate
referral of any dispute that arose before the transfer day to an arbitrator. On the day of transfer the
committee will cease to exist and the legislation will be automatically repealed in its entirety.

Lastly, the bill will also bring Queensland in line with the national trend of moving away from the
use of state based legislative collective negotiations for chicken meat growers and towards the
authorisation of collective negotiation arrangements by the ACCC. In South Australia chicken meat
industry stabilisation legislation has been repealed and in Western Australia it has expired. In Victoria,
South Australia, Tasmania and Western Australia the chicken meat industry uses the ACCC
authorisation process for their collective negotiations arrangements.

I wish to acknowledge the processor and grower members of the committee for their
commitment to their industry and their courage to seek alternative arrangements that mean the
legislation is no longer required. | wish to acknowledge long-serving committee member Mr Gary
Sansom. Mr Sansom has been a member of the committee since 1986 and is well known to members
on both sides of the House through his former role as President of the Queensland Farmers
Federation. But it should not be forgotten that Gary and his wife are chicken farmers, and their
commitment to agriculture in Queensland took root through their involvement in the chicken meat
industry.

| also wish to acknowledge the chairperson of the committee, Ms Rowena McNally, for her
professional and facilitative approach to the role. Ms McNally has been the chairperson since May
2003, and the success of the committee during her tenure as chair is largely due to her skills and
efforts. | commend the bill to the House.
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Hon. JJ McVEIGH (Toowoomba South—LNP) (Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry)
(12.42 pm): | move—

That the bill be now read a first time.
Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.
Motion agreed to.
Bill read a first time.

Referral to the Agriculture, Resources and Environment Committee

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Dr Robinson): Order! In accordance with standing order 131, the bill is
now referred to the Agriculture, Resources and Environment Committee.
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