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GUIDE, HEARING AND ASSISTANCE DOGS (PLACES OF ACCOMMODATION)
AMENDMENT BILL

Introduction

D¢ Mrs SCOTT (Woodridge—ALP) (2.31 pm): | present a bill for an act to amend the Guide,
Hearing and Assistance Dogs Act 2009 >to provide for rights and obligations relating to guide,
hearing and assistance dogs in places of accommodation. | table the bill and the explanatory notes. |
nominate the Health and Community Services Committee to consider the bill.

Tabled paper: Guide, Hearing and Assistance Dogs (Places of Accommodation) Amendment Bill 2013.
Tabled paper: Guide, Hearing and Assistance Dogs (Places of Accommodation) Amendment Bill 2013, explanatory notes.

This bill amends the Guide, Hearing and Assistance Dogs Act 2009 to restore rights that had
been in the previous 1972 act. When the Guide, Hearing and Assistance Dogs Act 2009 was passed
in this House, an oversight meant that places of accommodation were unintentionally left out. This
meant that rental accommodation, whether for permanent residential purposes or casual or holiday
rental, is not covered by the legislation and guide, hearing or assistance dog users can be refused
accommodation. Prior to the last state election, the amendment to correct this oversight was before
the House but lapsed when the parliament was prorogued. Vision Australia has made several
requests to the current disability services minister, Tracy Davis, who has to date not introduced the
amendments and has said the issue will be considered at some unspecific date in the future. It has
already been 18 months.

On International Guide Dog Day this year the member for Mulgrave, who was the former
disability services minister, issued a media release calling on Minister Davis to reintroduce the
amendments that had already been drafted and were ready to be actioned under his watch.
Unfortunately, his call his been met with stony silence. The amendments proposed in the bill will build
on the safeguards in the current act which allow people with a disability to be accompanied by their
guide, hearing or assistance dog in public places and public passenger vehicles. Prior to 2009, these
rights were entrenched in law. It is incumbent on government to ensure that people with a disability
are not subject to discrimination and denied accommodation. Users of guide, hearing and assistance
dogs should not be turned away and forced to seek redress through the Anti-Discrimination Act 1991,
as has happened. The Leader of the Opposition has been approached by a gentleman who was
forced to pursue a complaint through the Anti-Discrimination Commission when he and his guide-dog
were refused holiday accommodation. This is a scandalous situation and a person with any empathy
would have moved to do anything in their power to ensure this will never happen again to another
Queenslander.

The amendments are consistent with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons
With a Disability and promote equality of opportunity and access for people with a disability by helping
to prevent discrimination and exclusion on the basis of disability. There is an existing obligation under
Queensland’s Anti-Discrimination Act not to discriminate by refusing to provide accommodation to a
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person who has a disability and is accompanied by a guide, hearing or assistance dog. However, the
new offence will provide an alternative avenue for redress that is likely to be less complex, expensive
and time consuming for a complainant.

First Reading
Mrs SCOTT (Woodridge—ALP) (2.34 pm): | move—
That the bill be now read a first time.
Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.
Motion agreed to.
Bill read a first time.

Referral to the Health and Community Services Committee

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mrs Cunningham): Order! In accordance with standing order
131, the bill is now referred to the Health and Community Services Committee.
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