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<PUBLIC HEALTH (EXCLUSION OF UNVACCINATED CHILDREN FROM CHILD
CARE) AMENDMENT BILL

Introduction

X« Mrs MILLER (Bundamba—ALP) (2.30 pm) | present a bill for an act to amend the Public
Health Act 2005 for a particular purpose. | table the bill and explanatory notes. | nominate the Health
and Community Services Committee to consider the bill.

Tabled paper: Public Health (Exclusion of Unvaccinated Children from Child Care) Amendment Bill 2013.
Tabled paper: Public Health (Exclusion of Unvaccinated Children from Child Care) Amendment Bill 2013, explanatory notes.

The objective of the Public Health (Exclusion of Unvaccinated Children from Child Care)
Amendment Bill 2013 is to give the person in charge of an education >and care service or child-care
service the option to refuse to allow children who are not fully immunised to enrol in the child-care
facility or to participate in particular activities or services provided by the facility. This bill places
conditions on exclusion actions, including timely written notices to parents, and allows for certified
exemptions on medical grounds. The proposed amendments in this bill apply only to child-care
facilities, including preschools and kindergartens, and not to primary or secondary schools.

Members may be aware that the National Health Performance Authority published a report last
month that found 70,000 Australian kids are not fully immunised at ages one year, two years and five
years. This report identifies the Sunshine Coast region as the area of Queensland with the lowest rate
of compliance with the national immunisation schedule. Some 1,502 local children on the Sunshine
Coast are not fully immunised. The rate of immunisation for children in the Noosa, Nambour, Surfers
Paradise and Kuranda areas is comparable with that of developing countries such as Angola and
Uganda. The report also shows that in Brisbane’s inner city there are 3,371 unvaccinated children
and fewer than 85 per cent of five-year-olds are fully vaccinated.

This trend is not confined to Queensland. The shadow minister for health in New South Wales,
Dr Andrew McDonald, a paediatric specialist, has advised me that the New South Wales Leader of
the Opposition, John Robertson, will be shortly introducing into the New South Wales parliament a
similar bill to that introduced here today.

There has been a concerted community response across Australia about the risk to healthy
immunised children by those persons grossly exaggerating the risk of vaccinations. lll-informed
choices by some parents, advocated by anti-vaccination lobby groups and some irresponsible
sections of the media, are contributing to the recent decline in immunisation rates. Vaccinations are a
tried and true public health initiative that saves lives. This bill will encourage more parents to
vaccinate their children and protect them from preventable diseases. | commend the bill to the
House.

First Reading
Mrs MILLER (Bundamba—ALP) (2.33 pm): | move—

That the bill be now read a first time.

Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.
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Motion agreed to.
Bill read a first time.

Referral to the Health and Community Services Committee

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mrs Cunningham): Order! In accordance with standing 131, the
bill is now referred to the Health and Community Services Committee.
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