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QUEENSLAND RAIL TRANSIT AUTHORITY BILL

Introduction

@, Hon. SA EMERSON (Indooroopilly—LNP) (Minister for Transport and Main Roads) (12.00 pm):
| present a bill for an act to establish the Queensland Rail Transit Authority, and for related purposes.
| table the bill and explanatory notes. | nominate the Transport, Housing and Local Government
Committee to consider the bill.

Tabled paper: Queensland Rail Transit Authority Bill 2013.
Tabled paper: Queensland Rail Transit Authority Bill 2013, explanatory notes.

The Newman government is taking steps to continue the reform program already underway in
Queensland Rail to build a better rail business. Much work has been done over the past 12 months to
improve services, efficiency and affordability. An additional 150 services have already been delivered
on the Ferny Grove and Gold Coast lines. More work needs to be done if we want to drive down the
cost of fares and deliver more services. The Newman government is proposing to change
Queensland Rail to a statutory authority. Queensland Rail currently receives about 80 per cent of its
funding directly from the government. As the previous government sold off the profit-making parts of
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the business, it makes no sense for Queensland Rail to continue as a government owned corporation.
This change will also bring Queensland Rail closer to government, not closer to privatisation.
Queensland Rail will have a greater customer focus and deliver better train services. It will also help
make it more efficient. This means Queensland Rail can employ more train crew to deliver better
services and add more trains to the network. This is a great state with great opportunity. This change
will help us deliver great rail services for Queenslanders. | commend the bill to the House.

First Reading

Hon. SA EMERSON (Indooroopilly—LNP) (Minister for Transport and Main Roads) (12.02 pm):
| move—

That the bill be now read a first time.
Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.
Motion agreed to.
Bill read a first time.

Referral to the Transport, Housing and Local Government Committee

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Dr Robinson): Order! In accordance with standing order 131, the bill
is now referred to the Transport, Housing and Local Government Committee.
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