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DISABILITY SERVICES (YOUR LIFE YOUR CHOICE) AMENDMENT BILL

Introduction
%« Hon. TE DAVIS (Aspley—LNP) (Minister for Communities, Child Safety and Disability Services)

L]
(12.54 pm): | present a bill for an act to amend the Disability Services Act 2006 to enable people with a
disability to receive funding to obtain disability services. | table the bill and explanatory notes and |

nominate the Health and Community Services Committee to consider the bill.
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Tabled paper: Disability Services (Your Life Your Choice) Amendment Bill 2012.
Tabled paper: Disability Services (Your Life Your Choice) Amendment Bill 2012, explanatory notes.

| am pleased to introduce the Disability Services (Your Life Your choice) Amendment Bill 2012.
This government is committed to providing Queenslanders with a disability and their families with a
quality disability service system that meets their needs and helps them to live the lives they want. We
strongly believe that people with a disability should have the freedom to make choices about how they
live, including the supports they receive. Our disability service system needs to reflect this.

The government has developed a strategy to strengthen Queensland’s disability front-line
services that focuses on: streamlining and improving service access; increasing choice and control;
promoting early intervention and prevention; providing better value for money; and reducing red tape for
service providers so they can get on with the job of providing services to people with a disability. The
strategy aligns Queensland with reforms nationally and in other jurisdictions, and ensures we are well
positioned for any future National Disability Insurance Scheme. A key aspect of the strategy is to
provide people with a disability with more choice and control over their funding for disability services and
supports. It has been shown that disability service systems that promote the exercise of choice and
control by clients deliver better quality of life for clients and more efficient services. The framework for
self-directed funding, Your Life Your Choice, will enable people with a disability and their families to take
control of the planning, purchase and review of their specialist disability support.

There are two ways a person will be able to have control over their funding: either by working with
a host service provider to plan and purchase their services and supports or by receiving their funding
directly. At this stage, self-directed funding through a host provider will be rolled out in a phased
approach commencing by the end of the year. The Disability Services Act 2006 regulates the funding of
disability service providers. This bill is necessary to amend the act to allow the government to provide
funding directly to a person with a disability or their families. Currently, there are some clients who do
receive funding directly. However, to do this they had to fit within a legislative funding model that is
designed for the funding of disability service providers. With these amendments, a person seeking to
manage their own funding will no longer need to form an incorporated association or a company and
meet many of the requirements of a service provider.

The bill provides a head of power for the minister to approve funding to a person with a disability
or another person on their behalf. This could be someone nominated by the person with a disability or,
alternatively, a guardian, attorney or member of the person’s support network. In the case of a child with
a disability, a parent can receive funding to obtain services on the child’s behalf. There must be a
funding agreement to ensure there is a written agreement that clarifies each party’s responsibilities and
obligations. The agreement will be set out in plain English, and will outline the types of services and
supports that can be purchased and other terms and conditions that ensure funding is used for its
intended purpose. For example, there will be terms in the contract that allow the department to cease
funding and recover any unspent funds as a debt where funds are not being used in accordance with
the agreement.

These amendments will reduce red tape for people who want to manage their funding directly. It
will bring Queensland into line with disability funding practices in other states and help the government
deliver a disability service system that provides people with a disability with genuine choice and control
over their disability supports and funding. | commend the bill to the House.

First Reading
%« Hon. TE DAVIS (Aspley—LNP) (Minister for Communities, Child Safety and Disability Services)
(12.58 pm): | move—
That the bill be now read a first time.
Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.
Motion agreed to.
Bill read a first time.

Referral to the Health and Community Services Committee

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Berry): Order! In accordance with standing order 131, the bill is now
referred to the Health and Community Services Committee.
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