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QUEENSLAND RECONSTRUCTION AUTHORITY BILL

Message from Governor

%« Hon. AM BLIGH (South Brisbane—ALP) (Premier and Minister for the Arts) (12.01 pm): | present
a message from Her Excellency the Governor.
The Speaker read the following message—
MESSAGE
QUEENSLAND RECONSTRUCTION AUTHORITY BILL 2011
Constitution of Queensland 2001, section 68
I, PENELOPE ANNE WENSLEY AC, Governor, recommend to the Legislative Assembly a Bill intituled—

A Bill for an Act to establish the Queensland Reconstruction Authority and provide for other measures to assist with the
rebuilding and recovery of Queensland communities affected by disaster events, and to amend this Act, the Building Act
1975, the Disaster Management Act 2003, the Integrity Act 2009, the Land Valuation Act 2010, the Public Service Act
2008 and the State Development and Public Works Organisation Act 1971 for particular purposes.

GOVERNOR
(sgd)
Date: 15 FEB 2011

Tabled paper: Message, dated 15 February 2011, from Her Excellency the Governor recommending the Queensland
Reconstruction Authority Bill.

First Reading

Hon. AM BLIGH (South Brisbane—ALP) (Premier and Minister for the Arts) (12.03 pm): | present
a bill for an act to establish the Queensland Reconstruction Authority and provide for other measures to
assist with the rebuilding and recovery of Queensland communities affected by disaster events, and
to amend this act, the Building Act 1975, the Disaster Management Act 2003, the Integrity Act 2009, the
Land Valuation Act 2010, the Public Service Act 2008 and the State Development and Public Works
Organisation Act 1971 for particular purposes. | present the explanatory notes, and | move—

That the bill be now read a first time.
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Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.
Motion agreed to.
Bill read a first time.

Tabled paper: Queensland Reconstruction Authority Bill 2011.
Tabled paper: Queensland Reconstruction Authority Bill 2011, explanatory notes.

Second Reading
%« Hon. AM BLIGH (South Brisbane—ALP) (Premier and Minister for the Arts) (12.03 pm): | move—

That the bill be now read a second time.

This truly has been the summer of sorrow as our state and its people have faced unprecedented
natural disasters. Just as most of Queensland was recovering from the flooding that swamped
Queensland in December and January, Tropical Cyclone Yasi inflicted a path of damage south of Cairns
and north of Townsville.

These have been immense events. We suffered substantial loss of life and people saw their
homes destroyed, their lives, livelihoods, businesses and farms overturned and their communities
shaken to their foundation. But the endurance and resilience of Queenslanders is remarkable. Together
our state and our people will undertake the massive recovery and rebuilding process. The task before us
is greater than any we have faced. To meet that task, the government will establish the Queensland
Reconstruction Authority to spearhead the work.

The Queensland Reconstruction Authority Bill 2011 will establish an authority to scope and
coordinate the state-wide rebuilding program and to cut through red tape and any other barriers that
would stand in the way of swift recovery and rebuilding. The QRA will work in cyclone affected
communities in North Queensland as well as the 60-plus flood affected communities across the state.
Maijor General Mick Slater will chair the authority, with former Coordinator-General Graeme Newton as
the CEO. An office of the Queensland Reconstruction Authority will be established in North Queensland
and will be dedicated to cyclone recovery. It will be headed by Chief Superintendent Mike Keating, who
will be seconded from the Queensland Police Service.

Our message is this: no-one and no part of Queensland will be forgotten. The rebuilding of small
rural communities is just as important and just as urgent as the rebuilding of the state’s cities and major
regional centres. Under the bill, the authority will prioritise the work needed to rebuild community
infrastructure and services in flood and cyclone affected communities; it will coordinate and manage the
rebuilding and recovery of affected communities, including the repair and rebuilding of community
infrastructure and property; and it will coordinate the distribution of financial assistance for affected
communities. The bill vests the QRA with significant powers to ensure proper and expedited planning,
preparation, coordination and control of development for rebuilding and recovering affected
communities.

Local government will retain primary responsibility for land use and building approvals. The QRA
will have powers to be exercised within declared areas or projects to expedite or intervene in regulatory
decisions or approval processes or directly undertake planning functions or development. This will
include the power to compulsorily acquire property required for reconstruction within reconstruction
areas, but only where this is strictly necessary for reconstruction or to manage and mitigate the impacts
of natural disasters. We intend that these powers be used only by exception and with the full
cooperation of local government where absolutely necessary to facilitate the construction effort.

The QRA will work collaboratively with local government and other regulatory agencies to secure
appropriate approvals and expedited reconstruction works in the first instance. But the powers granted
by the bill will ensure the QRA is able to cut through and intervene by declaring a reconstruction area or
project where necessary to expedite reconstruction, recovery and disaster management efforts.

The powers vested with the authority are adopted from existing powers available under various
acts—the State Development and Public Works Organisation Act 1971, the Urban Land Development
Authority Act 2007 and the Sustainable Planning Act 2009. This will ensure legislative consistency
across our planning and development approval laws while centralising relevant planning, decision-
making, acquisition and works powers within the QRA.

Finally, the bill contains a sunset clause to wrap up the QRA after two years, recognising that the
focus of the authority will be to fast-track the rebuilding effort and get Queensland back on to a
business-as-usual footing as quickly as possible. The work set down for the Queensland Reconstruction
Authority cannot be underestimated. The sooner reconstruction commences and is completed, the
sooner Queenslanders’ lives can be restored, the sooner our social fabric can be repaired and the
sooner our tourism, small businesses, farms, mines and other industries can get back to normal, the
sooner we can get our state and national economic growth back on the rails. As Queensland moves
from disaster response to disaster recovery, the government will continue to stand alongside our flood
and cyclone affected citizens. The Queensland Reconstruction Authority will greatly assist in
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concentrating the effort to return to normality and beyond as quickly and as effectively as possible, and |
commend the bill to the House.

Debate, on motion of Mr Langbroek, adjourned.
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