CRIMINAL PROCEEDS CONFISCATION (SERIOUS AND ORGANISED CRIME
UNEXPLAINED WEALTH) AMENDMENT BILL

First Reading

Mr SPRINGBORG (Southern Downs—LNP) (Deputy Leader of the Opposition) (11.36 am): |
present a bill for an act to amend the Criminal Proceeds Confiscation Act 2002 and the Drugs Misuse
Act 1986 for particular purposes. | present the explanatory notes, and | move—

That the bill be now read a first time.
Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.
Motion agreed to.
Bill read a first time.

Tabled paper: Criminal Proceeds Confiscation (Serious and Organised Crime Unexplained Wealth) Amendment Bill 2010.

Tabled paper: Criminal Proceeds Confiscation (Serious and Organised Crime Unexplained Wealth) Amendment Bill 2010,
explanatory notes.

Second Reading

Mr SPRINGBORG (Southern Downs—LNP) (Deputy Leader of the Opposition) (11.36 am): |
move—

That the bill be now read a second time.

This bill is seen by many in law enforcement and the broader community as the best way forward
to smash organised crime. The aim of this bill is to destroy the financial incentive to commit and engage
in organised crime. The two core concepts introduced in this bill include (1) the concept of unexplained
wealth; and (2), the concept of a drug trafficker declaration. The proposed bill defines unexplained
wealth as wealth that is greater than the person’s wealth that was lawfully acquired.

Under existing Queensland law, for the state to confiscate assets there has to be a direct
connection between the assets and the criminal offences, that is, the prosecution must first prove a
nexus between criminal activity and assets derived from crime. The proposed bill allows for the
confiscation of not just unexplained assets legally owned by individuals but also assets effectively
controlled or gifted away by that person.

The way forward in tackling organised crime is not through anti-association laws which, to date,
have never been used and may never be used; it is about stripping the wealth from organised crime
groups and persons who participate in organised crime. | have said it before, and | reiterate, that the bill
will also have the effect of financially devastating anyone convicted of dealing in drugs by allowing the
state to seize all assets obtained or acquired by a declared drug trafficker within the past six years.

In view of the time | seek leave to incorporate the remainder of my second reading speech.
Leave granted.

As the LNP’s Bill is far reaching, the Bill ensures adequate safeguards in the form of a Public Interest Monitor. A Public Interest
Monitor may then appear at any hearing and test the evidence and make submissions in the public interest. They are not gagged
or hindered in any way.

Further safeguards have been included into the Bill which allow for hardship provisions and legal aid assistance.
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As | stated previously, this Bill seeks to make it easier to confiscate assets and remove the key motivation for organised crime.
The LNP’s proposed Bill will break the back of organised crime in Queensland and | welcome the fact that just recently New South
Wales has moved to also introduce such laws and | look forward to bipartisan support for this Bill.

Mr Speaker, in concluding, in presenting these amendments they form part of the LNP’s strategic policy to win back the war on
drugs and organised crime in Queensland.

Debate, on motion of Mr Dick, adjourned.
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