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PUBLIC INTEREST DISCLOSURE BILL

First Reading

Hon. AM BLIGH (South Brisbane—ALP) (Premier and Minister for the Arts) (12.39 pm): | present
a bill for an act to facilitate the disclosure, in the public interest, of information about wrongdoing in the
public sector, to provide protection for those who make disclosures and to make minor or
consequential amendments of the legislation stated in schedule 3. | present the explanatory notes, and
| move—

That the bill be now read a first time.
Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.
Motion agreed to.
Bill read a first time.

Tabled paper: Public Interest Disclosure Bill 2010.
Tabled paper: Public Interest Disclosure Bill 2010, explanatory notes.

Second Reading
Hon. AM BLIGH (South Brisbane—ALP) (Premier and Minister for the Arts) (12.39 pm): | move—

That the bill be now read a second time.
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The Public Interest Disclosure Bill 2010 is one of three bills introduced today which represents the
second stage of integrity reforms announced in the Response fo Integrity and Accountability in
Queensland last year. This bill delivers on our commitment to reform whistleblowers protection
legislation. The bill replaces the Whistleblowers Protection Act 1994 and puts in place significant
reforms following consideration of the recommendations of the Whistling While They Work project. This
bill builds upon the framework established under the existing Whistleblowers Protection Act and
maintains the protections and rights of disclosers.

Additionally and importantly, the bill will expand the scope of Queensland’s whistleblower
legislation so that, for the first time in Queensland, it will also provide protection for disclosures to the
media in certain circumstances. While the government still believes that public interest disclosures
should be made to, investigated and dealt with by the public sector, we also acknowledge that there will
be some circumstances where providing information about wrongdoing to the media is in the public
interest to ensure inappropriate behaviour can be uncovered and appropriately dealt with.

Protection will therefore be provided for people to make disclosures to the media if they have not
been able to have the matter resolved through disclosure to the appropriate public sector entity. This
avenue provides further assurances that this government is committed to protecting its whistleblowers
and ensuring that they can have the confidence to report corrupt or inappropriate practices.

The bill also strengthens processes around the management of public interest disclosures by
creating a new independent oversight role for the Public Service Commission. All chief executives will
be required to ensure that minimum standards are in place within their agencies, including ensuring that
appropriate action is taken on all public interest disclosures and ensuring support and protection is
offered to disclosers, as well as developing and implementing management programs.

In addition, we are extending the operation of the act to government owned corporations for
disclosures relating to official misconduct, to match the recent expansion in the jurisdiction of the CMC;
creating a new vicarious liability provision which will hold public sector agencies liable where they allow
employees to take reprisal against a whistleblower; and establishing a new cost effective avenue for any
person who has suffered a reprisal to make a claim under the Anti-Discrimination Act 1991, in addition
to seeking damages through the Supreme Court.

The Public Interest Disclosure Bill provides an important mechanism for facilitating scrutiny and
supporting people who do the right thing and stand up to wrongdoing. This bill is a crucial part of
maintaining a strong ethical culture in the Queensland public sector. This bill ensures that Queensland’s
legislation is of the highest standard. | commend the bill to the House.

Debate, on motion of Mr Springborg, adjourned.
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