3358 Environmental Protection and Other Acts Amendment Bill 12 Nov 2009

013 Bushfire Preparedness

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND OTHER ACTS AMENDMENT BILL

First Reading

Hon. KJ JONES (Ashgrove—ALP) (Minister for Climate Change and Sustainability) (11.32 am): |
present a bill for an act to amend the Environmental Protection Act 1994, Fisheries Act 1994, Nature
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Conservation Act 1992 and Sustainable Planning Act 2009 for particular purposes. | present the
explanatory notes, and | move—

That the bill be now read a first time.
Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.
Motion agreed to.
Bill read a first time.

Tabled paper: Environmental Protection and other Acts Amendment Bill 2009.
Tabled paper: Environmental Protection and other Acts Amendment Bill 2009, explanatory notes.

Second Reading

Hon. KJ JONES (Ashgrove—ALP) (Minister for Climate Change and Sustainability) (11.32 am): |
move—

That the bill be now read a second time.

This bill introduces amendments to support the Queensland Government Environmental Offsets
Policy. An environmental offset is a positive action taken to compensate for unavoidable negative
environmental impacts that might result from an activity or a development. An offset differs from
mitigation by addressing any remaining impact after all attempts to first avoid and then reduce the
impact have been exhausted. Environmental offsets have been used in Queensland for many years.
They are a commonplace approach to providing flexibility for development projects that face challenges
of meeting the community’s environmental standards.

This bill will provide legal certainty for environmental offset conditions placed on development
approvals or other approvals for activities which impact on environmental values. Conditions requiring
an environmental offset can already be legally imposed under relevant legislation. However, by
including express provisions about offsets, we are improving legal certainty and making the legislation
more clear for state and local government decision makers, the development industry and the
community.

This bill amends the Environmental Protection Act 1994, the Sustainable Planning Act 2009 and
the Fisheries Act 1994 to insert a conditioning power in each act for environmental offsets. This power
will clarify the ability to use offsets as an enforceable condition on approvals. The bill also amends the
Nature Conservation Act 1992 to ensure an efficient process for amending conservation plans under
this act. Conservation plans will require amendment to insert a conditioning power for environmental
offsets. The bill streamlines the process for making amendments to conservation plans.

This bill does not introduce an offsets regime. That is already provided by the Queensland
Government Environmental Offsets Policy, which came into effect in 2008. This bill supports the
legislative implementation of the policy. The policy sets out the principles and guidelines for applying
and developing more detailed specific-issue offsets policies for important environmental values such as
vegetation and fish habitat. The Queensland Government Environmental Offsets Policy was introduced
to ensure that offsets are used consistently and transparently across the state, effectively as a last line
of environmental protection response. Environmental offsets can potentially assist the Queensland
government in meeting the Toward Q2 target of protecting 50 per cent more land for nature conservation
and public recreation by 2020.

One of the ways an environmental offset requirement can be met by developers is by making a
financial contribution to the Balance the Earth Trust, administered by Ecofund to provide funds to
increase our national parks estate. This bill will ensure the requirement to make a financial contribution
to the Balance the Earth Trust constitutes a legal requirement as a condition of an approval. This bill will
strengthen the Queensland Government Environmental Offsets Policy and other specific-issue offsets
policies by ensuring that enforceable offset conditions can be imposed on approvals. | commend this bill
to the House.

Debate, on motion of Mr Elmes, adjourned.
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