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JUVENILE JUSTICE (SENTENCING PRINCIPLES) AMENDMENT BILL

First Reading

Mr SPRINGBORG (Southern Downs—LNP) (Deputy Leader of the Opposition) (11.36 am): |
present a bill for an act to amend the Juvenile Justice Act 1992 for a particular purpose. | present the
explanatory notes, and | move—

That the bill be now read a first time.
Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.
Motion agreed to.
Bill read a first time.

Tabled paper: Juvenile Justice (Sentencing Principles) Amendment Bill.
Tabled paper: Juvenile Justice (Sentencing Principles) Amendment Bill, explanatory notes.

Second Reading

Mr SPRINGBORG (Southern Downs—LNP) (Deputy Leader of the Opposition) (11.36 am): |
move—

That the bill be now read a second time.

Violent and dangerous young offenders are a genuine threat to the social order of Queensland
where, on a daily basis, serious crimes are committed by children. Responding to youth crime must be
measured and based on evidence and research. Some might try to say that youth crime rates have
dropped over the past few years, but the number of actual crimes continues to rise. We cannot ignore
the importance that deterrence and sound rehabilitation play in tackling youth crime across Queensland.

This bill will reintroduce an amendment to the Juvenile Justice Act that will remove the reference
to ‘detention as a last resort’ and replace it with ‘detention where appropriate and for a length of time
that is justified in the circumstances’. There can be no doubt that courts should not be held to this
statement of ‘detention as a last resort’ when they are dealing with extremely violent or habitual juvenile
offenders.

Recent figures indicate that detention as a last resort has meant most violent young rapists and
armed robbers never see the inside of a detention centre. Not one of the 35 juveniles convicted of
producing or supplying dangerous drugs went to detention in 2007-08, and 114 of the 147 convicted
violent robbers also escaped detention in 2007-08. Figures released by the Australian Bureau of
Statistics in late February this year indicate that only five per cent of all juvenile offenders were sent to
detention in 2008. | seek leave to have the remainder of my second reading speech incorporated in
Hansard.

Leave granted.

In mid 2008 Griffith University held a symposium on Youth Violence where it was noted that Violence is concentrated among
young people, generically 12 to 25, the early years of the age crime curve tends to show that there’s a rapid increase of violence
around 15 to 16 and starts to go down at 18 to 20. But that doesn’t dispute the fact that young people are also likely to be
victimised as well.

Queensland Professor Paul Mazerolle has analysed police crime statistics. In his findings it was found that youth violence is on
the rise. In Queensland the number of assaults committed by males aged 15 to 19 grew by 15% between 1996 and 2005. And
during the same period, the number of assaults committed by females rose dramatically.

These figures should be a wake up call to anyone who wants to take the path of apathy towards youth Violence.

Detention should not be seen as a holiday or a break for young offenders, it should provide real rehabilitation and reform to break
the cycle of violence and give the young person a chance at a better future. In a 2008 survey conducted by the Child Guardian it
found that of the 60 young people surveyed in 2007 almost 75% of young detainees had been there previously, and on average
most had been there 5 or more times.

Periods of detention need to be proportionate to the crime and for a period of time that ensures the offender is able to access and
complete meaningful rehabilitation programs. The figures currently indicate a revolving door of juvenile detention.

In the same survey by the Child Guardian it was found that the average length of imprisonment for over half the Juveniles in
detention was less then 3 months. As we know from adult corrections, getting on to a rehabilitation program can take months and
for them to be effective it needs an intensive approach.
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This Bill seeks to restore balance and common sense and uphold community expectations to the way in which young people are
sentenced to periods of detention and for the length of such sentences.

| commend the Bill to the House.

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: | mention to the member for Southern Downs that there is currently on
the Notice Paper a bill amending the same act.

Debate, on motion of Mr Hinchliffe, adjourned.
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