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The Queensland Cabinet and Ministerial Directory

Ground-breaking news: major works start on
Gold Coast Light Rail Stage 2

Published Friday, 05 August, 2016 at 10:00 AM

Minister for Transport and the Commonwealth Games
The Honourable Stirling Hinchliffe

JOINT MEDIA RELEASE
Queensland Minister for Transport and the Commonwealth Games Stirling Hinchcliffe
Federal Minister for Urban Infrastructure Paul Fletcher

City of Gold Coast Mayor Tom Tate

Helensvale station is set.to become the most advanced, modern public transport interchange in the
country, with major works now underway to build the $420 million Gold Coast Light Rail Stage 2
extension.

Minister for Transport and the Commonwealth Games Stirling Hinchliffe, joined the Federal Minister
for Urban Infrastructure Paul Fletcher and City of Gold Coast Mayor Tom Tate, to officially turn the
sod and mark the start of infrastructure construction.

“Construction work will now accelerate in the race towards the Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth
Games and will support up to 1000 direct and indirect jobs during construction and operation,” Mr
Hinchliffe said.

“Bulk earthworks and excavation are underway to prepare for the installation of the track to ensure
this gold medal project is Games-ready before April 2018..

“In an Australian-first, the Stage 2 project will also deliver the first public transport station that will
integrate all modes of passenger transport.

“The project will transform Helensvale station into a key public transport connector with heavy rail,
light rail, buses and taxis within the same station footprint.

“Importantly Stage 2 will link Brisbane and the Gold Coast by rail with Helensvale becoming the vital
connection in a one-transfer journey.

“This public transport hub will provide a bold new point of entry to the area and will also support the
2018 Commonwealth Games transport task with up to 3000 people an hour able to be moved by
light rail from Helensvale into Southport, Surfers Paradise and Broadbeach.

https://statements.qld.gov.au/statements/78509 16/09/2021
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“Four new trams will be required to service Stage 2 and they have already been ordered. They will
be built in Germany and arrive in Australia by October 2017 and a total of 18 light rail vehicles will
service both stages.”

Federal Minister for Urban Infrastructure Paul Fletcher said when stage 2 operations begin in early
2018, public transport users will have a one-transfer journey from Brisbane to the Gold Coast and
the option of stopping at any of the 19 light rail stations with bus connections at key activity centres
between Helensvale and Broadbeach.

"Helensvale Station on the Gold Coast will become a modern, multi-purpose transport hub providing
local and international visitors with effective and flexible transport options in time for the
Commonwealth Games in 2018," Mr Fletcher said.

"This project will be vital to the success of the Commonwealth Games with visitors and spectators
expected to generate strong demand for public transport during the Games.

"But it will of course deliver continuing benefits following the Games, offering light rail connectivity
between key Gold Coast locations and connecting to the heavy rail network at Helensvale. This will
bring benefits for many years, as the transport task expands in line with expected population and
economic growth on the Gold Coast."

Mayor Tom Tate said the Stage 2 light rail connection and duplication of the heavy rail line from
Helensvale to Coomera would also unlock further economic potential for the region with the public
already seeing this growth on two parcels of land near Helensvale station.

Private developer Villawood will build a 620-house and 1500-apartment estate on the site of the
former Gold Coast Country Club. Another developer Villa World plans to develop former farmland
just to the south into the 395-lot Arundel Springs project.

“Future residents of these developments will have easy access to the Helensvale transport
interchange and by extending the existing light rail system it will ease congestion, improve
accessibility across the region and support economic growth,” Cr Tate said.

GoldLinQ Chairman John Witheriff said construction activity would continue across the alignment
into the second half of 2017 when testing and commissioning of the Stage 2 extension was
scheduled.

“There will be significant construction activity over the next 12 months as we focus on delivering this
vital infrastructure however all efforts will be made to minimise the impact on residents and
motorists,” Mr Witheriff said.

“We are committed to ensuring Stage 2 construction supports the Gold Coast. This will be a local job
built by local workers and contractors.

“About 140 local businesses have registered on CPB Contractors industry register and we are
looking for more.

“We are once again focused on bettering the targets we have set for local participation and are
confident this will be achieved due to skilled workforce and companies we have here in our city.”

Stage 2 will contribute to the Queensland and local economy by providing up to 1000 direct and
indirect jobs during construction, providing an immediate boost to the construction industry and long-
term benefits to tourism and other Gold Coast industries.

Stage 2 will include three new light rail stations at Parkwood East, Parkwood and Helensvale and an
extra 1400 park'n’ride carparks at Helensvale and Parkwood stations.

https://statements.qld.gov.au/statements/78509 16/09/2021



‘ Ground-breaking news: major works start on Gold Coast Light Rail Stage 2 - Minister... Page 3 of 3

The $420 million project will be delivered with a $270 million contribution from the Queensland
Government, $95 million from the Australian Government and up to $55 million from the City of Gold
Coast.

For more information on construction of Stage 2 visit www.gclrstage2.com.au
{http:/mwww.gclrstage2.com.au)

Artist impressions of Heiensvale Station:
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ah0qgzth9zy3wawv/AADjF9Cz1GBLSqgM1mARKS71la?dI=0
{https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ah0gzth9zy3wawv/AAD|F9Cz1GBLSaM1mARK57I1l1a?dI=0)

Media contact: Jessica Hill 0475 950 772 (Hinchliffe) Andrew Blow 0411 403 937 (Fletcher)
Warwick Sinclair 0424 778 573 (Tate
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