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Instructions:
1. Read the descriptions below on ‘What are Public Hearings?’ and ‘How do hearings work?’

2. Label the groups and individuals present at a typical parliamentary committee hearing in the boxes provided on the next page.

3. Expand on step 2 by completing task a) or b) below:

a) Describe each person or groups’ role at the hearing

b) Evaluate the role of each person or groups at the hearing

4

What are Public Hearings?

Public hearings are meetings held by committees that allow them to talk
to people and organisations about proposed laws (called Bills.)

Public hearings are important because they help committees make
decisions and recommendations to Parliament, based on whether they
think bills should or should not become law.

Public hearings usually occur after the committee has received written
submissions from the public. That way, the committee can ask people or
organisations who have made a submission to attend and provide more
information. These people or groups are called witnesses. Witnesses
must be invited to speak by the committee.

Anyone is welcome to attend public hearings. The audience can watch
from an area called the public gallery.

Extension Activity

Do you think Public Hearings are an effective way for Parliamentary Committees to engage Queenslanders in the legislative process? Justify your response.

How do hearings work?

At a public hearing, committee members will ask witnesses to answer
questions about the proposed law and/or their submission.

There are usually six members on a committee, including the Committee
Chair. The Chair’s job is to keep everyone on topic and following the rules
(known as Standing Orders).

Each Committee also has a Secretary (who is not a Member of
Parliament) to help coordinate the meeting.

There are no strict rules about how many people can attend or be a
witness, it often depends on how interested people are in the Bill.

Public hearings can be held anywhere in Queensland and the committee
will often travel to areas that may be specifically impacted by the Bill.

Like all parliamentary proceedings, public hearings are recorded by
Hansard. You can read the transcripts and also watch previous public
hearings online.



Parliamentary Committee
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